And came the war

Leningrad (Sankt Petersburg) is largely known world over by the

Siege of Leningrad or Leningrad Blockade which was a long military
operation during WWII undertaken by the German in the Eastern

Front theatre. The attack has begun at August 20™ 1941 when the
Germans arrived at Leningrad . Finland attacked ateastf ront, cutting
all city supplies , but Leningrad did not fade.

The siege started on September 8 ™ 1941, when the last road to the
city was severed. Although the Soviets managed to op en a narrow
land corridor to the city on January 18 1943, the siege was finally
lifted 27 January 27 ™ 1944, during a total of 872 days being the
longest and most destructive siege in history.

Hi storically documented 1is the (fedcet t hat
was making the people to die of hungry and starvation, once there

were no plans of relocation the urban population, and soon occupy

the city after a giant calamity of a planned destruction of the city,

thinking that the rest of the country would rec eive an unconditional

rendition after this horrendous fact.

This intention could be proved through the yet printed invitations to
the victory that would be celebrated at Hotel Astoria when the city
would change its name for Adofsburg.

The blockade was cutt ing off all communications and prevented the
defenders from receiving food or supplies. Food would be the main
weapon against the citizens, cutting them the city would reach
starvation after only a few weeks. The objective was never occupy
the city but mai ntain it under bombardment and siege in order to
accelerate the starvation.

Heroically Leningrad resisted although each day increased the
number of deaths. At LOMO all employers and directors began to live

in the factory in order to concentrate efforts. Se veral production
items of their own were passed to the new formed Krasnogorsk in
Moscow and to Siberian factories opened at clear sky!

During these dark days the GOMZ conglomerate produced up to their

possibilities an interesting kit destined for observat ion of the Finnish

coast. It was the DF telescope 1500mm f oca
field observation and further a PDF with the same optical block in

periscope mount to be used in trench.



-Telescope

DF Photo

Minimum focus at 100m
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Also a portable enl arger that needs no darkroom being used in battle

field for immediate distribution of pictures to strategists. This
enlarger uses car headlamps and is exclusively built for 35mm
negatives (24x36mm), and 9x12cm enlargements. The equipment

were used in  mo bil e laboratories assembled in cars or trucks aimed
to military seeing quickly the Picture results.

GAZ AA Automobile (Polutorka ) used as auto photo laboratory

On June 27 ™ 1941, was organized the civilian population defense,
and over a million of citizen s were engaged in the construction of
fortifications. It is said that the guns of the cruiser Aurora were



moved to the Pulkovo Hights, WordaGCamtal of t

of Astronomyo since 1840.

Food and artillery supply were done via the Lake Ladoga known as
"The Ice Road". The city literally starved in complete isolation until
November 20 ™ 1941, when the ice road over Lake Ladoga became
operational. This road was named the Road of Life.

The siege was finally broken in after fierce battles of the Op eration
Iskra started in the morning of January 12 1943, providing some
relief to the besieged population of Leningrad.

Finally in January 27 ™ 1944, the Soviet expelled German forces from
the southern area and in June of 1944, the Finnish Defense Forces
returned to their land.
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The Peace came

During the early peace years it was necessary to reconstruct the city and

the mind of citizens. A new Hope for everyone. About one year after the

warb6s end, GOMZ introduced a brand new
was cal l ed AKomsomol et so. The new camer a
Soviet camera industry. For the first time they accepted a standard

roll film. Previous cameras in Soviet Union only accepted roll film

made from 35mm film Now for the first time a standardization . The
name AKomsomol et so was careful chosen.

inexperienced countrymen were killed in the war front and their sons
invaded the city bringing social problems to citizens. Now in similar

situations these young people who lost their familie s would be the
hope for the future of the Country. The youth is now organized in
their schools. Komsomolets means acronym of Kom munisticheskii

Soyuz Mol odyozhi [All-Union Young Communist (League)], a kind of
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scout boys organization, that way an homage to the young boys and
girls, the future of the Soviet Country.

THE LUBITEL FAMILY

(from the book Love from Waist Level)

Born From The Ashes

To put things in perspective, l etds first
The Soviet Union stood victorious in the aft ermath of World War I

and laid claim to Eastern Germany. With this new territory came a

crucial resource for their burgeoning nation i the knowledge and

tools of the world -famous German optical & photographic industry.

Whole factories were dismantled and shipped East 1 destined to

supply the Soviets with world -class means of documenting their daily

lives and great loves.

One beneficiary of this new whehelregaotly ogy was
stands for N Gosul arMetkvheannniycih e ® gt i koZavodo
Opti cal- Mechanical Factory). Established in St. Petersburg (Leningrad)

since 1914, this was one of the oldest Russian optical companies. In

1965, they changed their name to something a bit more familiar to

folks like wus: Leningradskoe Optiko Mekhanichesko Obed inenie

(Leningrad Optical -MechanicalUnion) 7T or si mply, ALOMO. 0

About one year after the warodos end, GOMZ i
camer a. Dedi cated to and named after the St
Youth Organization, this small twin -lens medium format camer  a was

called the AKomsomol ets. o On the surface,
the Voightlander Brilliant I a ground -breaking TLR camera that was

created nearly 10 years prior. It featured a glass lens and a

lightweight Bakelite (an early form of plastic) body. Despite the
Komsomol etds simplicity and <cl ear Ahomageo

incredible achievement for a country that just emerged from a huge
and damaging war.

Komsomolets although a copy of Voigtlander Brilliant, it had another
technology in its bas e. The shutter and lens are completely based in
Zeiss technology The T21 lens from Komsomolets is a continuation of

the project ANettar o which is quite differe
and focusing Lubitel camera is not a a copy of focusing Brillant onc e

i ts T22 also based i n ANettaro i s a comp
Skopar. The shutter ZT - series is a Russian concept, although based

on early Klio shutter used on Zeiss cameras. The basic block

Shutter/Lens suffered many variationsand were employed on Sm ena,

Yunost, Sputnik, Effekta, Estafeta, Vympel, Vesna, Schkolnik, and in
more advanced formas in Smena Symbol, Rapid, LOMO 135, Smena



Stereo and Etiud(LOMO). Lubitel generations was a landmark in
amateur world photography This camera is still produced (i n China)
and Smena put the quality camera affordabl e

The origins of Komsomoles and Lubitel::I&®igtlander Brilliant V6, righFocusing Brilliant

The Amateur 6s Delight

After three years of producing Komsomolets, the GOMZ factory proudly

introduced a new camera with a radically important feature 1 coupled lenses.

This meant that focusing the viewing lens focused the taking lens in kind,

allowing the photographer to hone in precisely on their subject. This camera

was given the TnwhmechiLudbudlklly transl ates i
Russian. From these humble beginnings, a grand lineage was born.

Over the next few paragraphs, we 0| | take
model and details their many charms and features i s o we donot have t
into the specifics right now. But chew on this forasecondi f r om t he Lubite
original conception in 1949 to the end of

something between 4 and 5 MI LLI ON camer as wer e produ
somewhere between 8 and 10 MILLION little Russian lenses mounted low and

hi gh. Given these staggering number s, it s
the Lubitel had on its fans and owners i both inside and outside of the Soviet

Uni on. Al'l ow us to take youi begmmngwithta i t 6s ¢
few individuals that predated those fateful days following WWII.



THE LUBITEL MODELS

KOMSOMOLETS ACOMMURNI STOoO

Produced 1946-1950 / Approximately 25,000 units
Central shutter with B, 1/25, 1/50. 1/100s
T-21 80/6.3 taking lens, 75/4.5 viewing lens

Appropriately named after the Communist Yol
camera is one of the very first products created by the burgeoning Soviet photo

industry. It is also the very FIRST TLR camera created in the Soviet Union.
Overall, itds pretty much -boceusing¥agdandercopy of
Brilliant, al beit with a few simplificatio
Bakelite i a predecessor to modern-day plastics. Although the focusing

Voigtlander Brilliant was released eight years earlier, the Komsomolets was

modeled after the first Brilliant, so the taking and viewing lenses are not

connected.

As with the Brilliant, the Komsomolets has a small internal compartment for

storing filters and supplementary lenses.




LUBITEL A AMATEURO

Produced 1949 i 1956 / Over one million units
Central shaw:t tig/eaoe 2T
T22 75/4.5 taking lens (coated), 60/2.8 viewing lens

The successor to the Komsomolets has one major innovation 7 as inspired by

the 1938 Voigtlander Brilliant T a coupled gearing to connect the taking and
viewing | enses, all owing each to be focuse
range of speeds, and ensbethho odp enrge ch nwp t tak
bright f/2.8 and had a wider angle of view.

The name ALubitel 0 r ough lthe tygerofapersoh aioes t o A
would have been a seriously lucky goose to have one of these appear under the

Christmas tree. Like the Komsomolets, it was produced in Bakelite. And just for

kicks i a Chinese copy of this original Lubitel emerged in 1961 under the
mysteriously hilarious name, fAChangle. 0

LUBITEL 2

Produced 19551 1980 / Over two million units

Another Bakelite beauty, the Lubitel 2 is pretty much identical to the original

Lubitel, but with a few small changes. A gentleman by the name of G.

Bar kovski, is credited with the creation
camera now featured a self-timer and flash snyc. It also has a small housing on

the side for two lens filters.

As you can see from its production dates, the scope of its manufacture is

HUGE. Wedre talking over two and a half de
note is the Bakelite texture from camera to camera. Bakelite molds only work for

so |long before they have to be replaced.
di fferent patterns and fAmistakesodo to the
compare a few Lubitel 206s from different
di fference Iin the texture. Lubitel 26s wer

nameplates i and were produced for a variety of export markets and foreign



partners. One notable variant (pictured here) is the Kalimar TLR100 i which is
simply a re-branded Lubi 2.

NIOGUTENDL 166

|41

LUBITEL 166
Produced 1976 1 1986 / Approx 70,000 units

Starting in 0676, t h e -daypastt, eather thansBakeliest 1 n m
The original 166 is a somewhatrare modeli as it 6s producti on numi
is far beneath the mammoth quantities commanded by the other models. It

featured a few significant improvements over the Lubitel 2, namely a film

counter (rather than a red window) and a coupled advance and shutter cock.

One of the most collectible variants was made in 1980 to commemorate the

Moscow Olympic Games.



LUBITEL 166B
Produced 1980 i 1990 / Approx 900,000 units
This model took the innovative Lubitel 166 and simplified it. Gone is the film

counter and coupled shutter & advance. In exchange, you get a set of handy
weather symbols to guide your exposure settings.

LUBITEL 166 UNIVERSAL
Produced 1983 1 1993/ Approx 400,000 units

|l t6s with this beauty that the fol ks at LOI
classic Lubitel production. This camera is essentially identical to the 166B, but



includes a mask for two film formats: 6x6cm and 6x4.5cm. It was actively
manufactured until 1993.

LUBITEL CURIOSITIES

SPUTNIK STEREO CAMERA
Produced 19551 1973/ Approx 400,000 units

This three-eyed beauty is often mistaken for a pairof Lubi t el 20s whi ch
been joined at the hip. Although they share a lot of the same basic mechanics,
the Sputnik is definitely a separate beastie of its own.

But given its similarity, we decided to
Fashioned in Bakelite, the Sputnik was created at the LOMO St. Petersburg

factory and featured twin 75/4.5 lenses, speeds from 1/10-1/250, and a ground

glass waist-level viewfinder. Each click of the shutter fires two nearly identical

images i wi t h Anear | yo iveeord gothtshots have e slightly

different perspective 1 allowing you to get the full 3D effect when you view them

with the included i and very special i stereo viewing glasses.

At the chapter Foreign Country Experiences you may see in the section Brazil
a series of interesting adaptations and further developments up-dating these
cameras and Smena.

You can also see a Single Lens Reflex with the same philosophy.

Those cameras were not limited to these models. At the mind of people , the
inventive people and those who had skillfulness and possibilities came a lot of
several variations. At the times being the doing yourself and inventiveness were
great and every task was encouraged. That was the reason tools were
produced un large quantities and affordable to everyone. House shops were



working abroad and who had no skill, requested to the one who had. In the
factories, workers had access to high quality tools and special machine tools
during the spare times and so were borné.

Other Curiosities in 6x6

Underwater housing above for Lubitel camera, down for Sputnik no
data obtained. Unknown authors.
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Two more housings commercially available in small quantities.

Above from Original LOMO housings. Down conceived by A. Rogovym

(Underwater Sportsman)
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Lubitel Screen compendium for oscilloscopes made by LOMO

Device UPL -1 using the Lubitel body as enlarger part



