
 

The Smena Molniya  

Made in two versions: right and left handles.  

  



 

Bottom view of the two models  

 

 

Using the same project of original Smena 8M  it was suggested an 

upgrade visual of the sacred camera . Only change in the outside face 

of the body, a new aerodynamic top and an stylized front name plate 

gives a new appealing shape to this champion of sales. So was born 

the Smena 8 -40  using the same frontal optics/shutter assembly.  

At the time, Beirette  of  GDR was a great concurrent. They went down 

making a single speed and meniscus lens  

That way was proposed a Smena 8 -35  with fixed focus 35mm lens, 

applying the shutter of an already built camera from our Consortium 

the EMPG called Ami  which was copy of th e Ferrania Eura.  



 Ami camera 6x6  

Its optical finder was employed on the top unit of Smena Molniya.  

In the following picture we see the appearance of the second version.  

 

A new ñchemistryò was again employed: a 0.8x  Petri wide -angle 

adapter over the 8 -35 made a 28mm wide angle camera. The variant 

employed the original five speed Smena shutter and two diaphragms 

8 and 16. At the side the Petri wide and telephoto converters.  

    



And what to do with the original Smenaôs big throat?   

A new ñchemistryò suggests dapting the full Lubitel optical and 

shutter unit making an excellent and affordable portrait camera.  The 

8-75 is the answer.  

 

And what did you say about stereo?  At this same year Realist  was 

showing its short base stereo. Prev iously Leica and Contax had their 

models. Why not a low priced competitor? Twin meniscus optics from 

8-35 in a modified Ami shutter created this short base stereo ideal for 

close -ups and flash photography. 1/30 speed with fixed f16 ad filter 

thread 46mm fo r close -up lenses and neuter filters.  This same idea I 

saw later in Loreo and Hugo de Wiij cameras and accessories.  

 

 

The 8 -35 evolved in a high level camera The Plastika  Project . 

 



 

 

 


